MCH Training Program 2006-2007 Strategic Planning Workgroups

Interdisciplinary Workgroup Teleconference - October 25, 2006
Summary Notes
Participants
Workgroup Members: Dalice Hertzberg, Jean Ivey, Sandy Lobar, Jeff McLaughlin, Lew Margolis, Bruce Shapiro, Bonnie Spear, and Sally Steward.  MCHB: Laura Kavanagh, Nanette Pepper, and Denise Sofka. MCH TRC:  Judith Gallagher and Sheryl Mathis.   
Key Discussion Points
· Recap of activities since the September conference call: A revised draft definition of Interdisciplinary Practice was circulated and workgroup members commented via the Listserv. The MCHTRC provided a summary of comments on the draft and the next iteration that addressed common comments. 


Additional feedback on the new draft definition:

· Interdisciplinary research is a part of interdisciplinary practice and should be mentioned specifically. 

· There seems to be emphasis on children with chronic disorders whereas many of the training programs serve a broader child population. The definition should emphasize application to all children and mention infants and adolescents as well as CSHCN and their families.

· Some programs are moving towards a transdisciplinary philosophy. There was a question of whether the Training Program may also be moving in this direction in the future and if so, would the proposed definition be applicable. Laura Kavanagh indicated that the Training Program is and will continue to be in the foreseeable future focused on interdisciplinary rather than transdisciplinary. It was also noted that focusing on interdisciplinary training does not preclude transdisciplinary practice; people who have interdisciplinary training may practice in a multi-, inter-, or trans-disciplinary manner. 
· There was also concern that some training programs may not feel that the definition includes or applies to them. The discussion concluded with agreement that the purpose of the definition is to inform implementation of the strategic plan objectives related to all MCH training programs’ interdisciplinary training activities. For that reason the definition will need to be very broad and not include details that are applicable only to a specific type of training program. 

· It was suggested that other MCH Training colleagues would be interested in the definition that is being developed and input should be gathered from other training programs. There are program specific director’s meetings and conference calls scheduled over the next month that would provide an opportunity for workgroup members to share the draft and gather input from some of the programs. Once that input has been gathered and considered, the next iteration of the definition could be shared via the MCH Training Listserv as an opportunity for all MCH Training Program colleagues to provide input before the definition is finalized.  

· A concern was raised that colleagues outside of the workgroup would not understand how and why the definition was developed. Having a paragraph of explanation that could be shared with the draft definition would be helpful and would facilitate gathering feedback. 
· Once a shared definition of Interdisciplinary Practice is agreed upon, the task of the workgroup is to begin to identify how the training programs prepare trainees to practice in an interdisciplinary manner—what measurable activities do programs engage in to do this? And what are the indicators of interdisciplinary practice and how can we document how trainees practice in an interdisciplinary manner once they leave the program? It was suggested that a review of past progress report for programs’ interdisciplinary training activities may be useful. Additionally, it could be useful to ask training program directors directly about their activities. 
Next Steps 
· Workgroup members will share the draft ID definition with their constituents to provide an opportunity for input on the definition from a broader representation of Training Programs. Comments from constituents will be gathered from workgroup members and compiled and or forwarded to Sheryl Mathis for discussion on the next workgroup call.
· Sheryl Mathis will draft a summary document of the feedback on the definition and share it via the Listserv.

· The next workgroup calls will take place on Wednesday November 29th and December 20th at 3:30 p.m. Eastern.
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