Continuing Education and Development

Program History and Strategy

Since the beginning of the MCH Training Program in 1947, continuing education has been a vital component of the program.  All long term training programs have a continuing education component and the Maternal and Child Health Bureau is also committed to funding separate CE programs.  The purpose of CE grants is to advance the knowledge and skills of practicing MCH professionals.  CE grants address new and emerging issues in the field, using both traditional methods such as meetings and conferences, and newer methods such as distance learning.  




Highlights

Continuing Education and Development (General) focuses on increasing the leadership skills of MCH professionals by facilitating the timely transfer of new information, research findings and technology related to MCH; and updating and improving the knowledge and skills of health care and related professionals in programs serving mothers and children. These programs support the conduct of short-term, non-degree related courses, workshops conferences, symposia and institutes intended to assure quality health care for the MCH population
MCH Leadership Skills Training Institute. These institutes offer continuing education and training to increase leadership skills for key management personnel in state Title V MCH programs in the United States. Each year, approximately two institutes on planning, implementing, and evaluating programs and two institutes on systems are offered to state Title V program staff members. These institutes integrate content material from both MCH and children with special health care needs programs and address general leadership and administrative skills topics.

Collaborative Office Rounds (COR). The COR program supports small discussion groups that meet at regular intervals over sustained periods of time to address the mental health aspects of pediatric care. The groups are jointly led by pediatricians and child psychiatrists, and participants include practitioners, fellows, and residents. Although they vary in a number of ways, all groups are concerned with the day-to-day psychosocial issues that confront primary care providers serving children, adolescents, and their families.

Distance Learning. The primary objective of these distance learning projects is to enhance the reach of their continuing education offerings beyond the walls of the institutions in which they are housed. Thanks to innovations such as videoconferencing, satellite linkages, and the World Wide Web, the distance learning projects are able to reach increasingly broad audiences across states, regions, and the nation.

Program Profiles
General Continuing Education and Development
· In FY 2003, MCHB funded 8 general continuing education programs around the country, with total annual awards amounting to approximately $249,000.
· The grant awards range from $30,000 to $37,000 per year, with a mean award amount of $31,000.
· The next grant competition for CE is FY 2004.

MCH Leadership Skills Training Institute
· In FY2003, MCHB funded 1 MCH Leadership Skills Training Institute.

· The grant award was $328,000.
Continuing Education and Development Distance Learning
· In FY2003, MCHB funded 9 CE/DL programs with total annual awards amounting to approximately $1,344,400.

· The grant awards range from $115,000 to $178,000 per year, with a mean award amount of $149,000.
· The next grant competition for Distance Learning is FY 2004.

Collaborative Office Rounds

· In FY2003, MCHB funded 15 Collaborative Office Rounds (COR) programs with total annual awards amounting to approximately $180,000.
· The grant awards were approximately $15,000 per year. 
· The next grant competition for COR is FY 2006.

General Continuing Education and Development

Present Grant Recipients

	State
	Grantee
	Project Title
	Web Site

	HI
	University of Hawaii
	Improving Managerial Skills of MCH Professionals
	

	IL
	University of Illinois-Chicago
	Maternal and Child Health Leadership Conference
	www.uic.edu/sph/mch/ce/
mch_leadership2002

	IA
	University of Iowa
	Intensive Course in Pediatric Nutrition
	www.medicine.iowa.edu/
Pediatric Nutrition

	NY
	Columbia University
	Opening the Mouth: Continuing MCH Education in Oral Health
	http://www.columbia.edu


	
	University of Rochester School of Nursing
	Improving Mental Health and Safety of Children and Teens
	

	PA
	University of Pittsburgh
	Pennsylvania/Ohio MCH Continuing Education Project
	www.pitt.edu-phsw/


	TN
	University of Tennessee-Memphis
	Leadership Training :Obesity Prevention/
Intervention CSHCN
	www.utmem.edu/bcdd/
boling.html

	
	University of Tennessee-Chattanooga
	Continuing Education for Rural Public Health Nurses
	


MCH Leadership Skills Training Institute
Present Grant Recipients

	State
	Grantee

	AL
	University of Alabama-Birmingham


Distance Learning

Present Grant Recipients

.

	State
	Grantee                                                                
	Project Title
	Web Site

	AL
	University of Alabama-
	Leadership and Analytical Skills to Improve Perinatal Health
	www.uab.edu/Public Health

	AZ
	University of Arizona
	Distance Learning to Enhance Substance Abuse Services
	http://www.azpntr.org


	CA
	University of California-Los Angeles
	Pacific West MCH Distance Learning Network
	

	IN
	University of Indiana
	Continuing Education and Development DL Program
	www.child-dev.com


	MA
	University of Massachusetts Medical School
	Developmental Disabilities Leadership Forum
	www.umassmed.edu


	
	Harvard University School of Public Health
	Youth Suicide Prevention Workshop Series: Internet Based Training for MCH Providers
	

	
	Harvard Medical School
	Virtual Institute for Leadership in Health Promotion
	

	SC
	South Carolina State University
	Center for Alternative Methodologies Integrated Training
	www.scsu.edu

	UT
	University of Utah
	MCH Distance Learning in Health Promotion
	


Collaborative Office Rounds

Present Grant Recipients

	State
	Grantee

	CA
	University of California-San Francisco

	MA
	Children’s Hospital-Boston

	MD
	Johns Hopkins University

	MI
	University of Michigan

	MN
	University of Minnesota

	NH
	Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center

	OH
	Case Western Reserve University

	
	Children’s Research Institute

	SC
	Medical University of South Carolina

	VA
	University of Virginia

	
	Virginia Commonwealth University

	WA
	Children’s Hospital-Seattle


Additional Information

For additional information about the CE, MCH Institute or COR programs, contact Diana L. Rule, M.P.H. at drule@hrsa.gov or (301) 443-0233.
For additional information about the Distance Learning programs, contact Aaron Favors, Ph.D. at afavors@hrsa.gov or (301) 443-0392.



